
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dear Celtic Nation Representative, 

 

England Athletics would like to extend an open invitation to masters’ representatives from 

the Celtic Nations to compete as a composite team against an England Masters team at the 

following races in 2019.  

 

Sunday 26th May – Great Birmingham 10k 

Sunday 1st September – Maidenhead Half Marathon 

Sunday 20th October – Asda Foundation Yorkshire Marathon 

 

The England Athletics Masters competition series aims to provide aspirational opportunities for the 

many affiliated club runners aged 35 years and above. The programme aims to complement the 

work of existing masters’ competition and we work closely with the British Masters Athletics 

Federation who have given their support to the programme.  

 

We also work with race providers who are supportive of making these races a high-quality 

competition for master runners and provide a sub-elite start so that the teams do not have to start 

with the masses. Masters runners who qualify for the elite start by right can do so. 

 

Further information about the programme can be found at the link below. 

https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-

selection/england-age-group-masters/ 

 

We would like to invite runners from Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Ireland and the Isle of Man 

to form a composite team and join us in a celebration of masters’ sport at the above friendly 

competitions.  

 

Please contact roadrunning@englandathletics.org to express interest in sending teams and for 

further information.  

             Yours sincerely, 

 

CFisher 
 

 

Charlotte Fisher 

England Athletics Road Running Manager 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

 

Selection & Management of Teams 

England Athletics opt to select the England teams through a process of finishing positions at a series of 

qualifying races. Runners are also required to have attained a minimum standards as shown at the links 

below. Entries and selection processes are at the discretion of the participating HFAC or Celtic Nation.  

 

Team Size 

Recommended team size and number of places per nation and (per age band) are given below. However, 

there may be flexibility on this depending on the uptake of places per nation. 

Similarly, where places are be filled in a particular age band then those places may be used for extra 

runners in other age bands. These figures are based on five-year age bands running from V35 to V80. 

 

 England 
Celtic 

Nations 
Wales Scotland 

Northern 

Ireland 
Ireland Isle of Man 

10k 150 max 

 

150 max 

 

40 (2-3) 40 (2-3) 30 (1-2) 30 (1-2) 

 

18 (1) 

 

Half Marathon 175 max 175 max 45 (2-3) 45 (2-3) 35 (1-2) 35 (1-2) 

 

18 (1) 

 

Marathon 175 max 175 max 45 (2-3) 45 (2-3) 35 (1-2) 35 (1-2) 

 

18 (1) 

 

 

Standards 

The minimum standards set by England Athletics (as shown in the links) are based on a combination of 

runbritain data and WAVAa age grading guideline. They are deliberately soft to attract a good level of 

interest to the qualifiers and make this a genuine aspirational programme for the club runner. In most 

age bands the majority of those runners who qualify for the England team are well within the standards. 

However, there is no requirement for Celtic representatives to meet these standards and these are given 

as guidelines only. 

 

10k 

https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-

selection/england-age-group-masters/road-running-10k-representative-opportunities-for-masters/ 

 

Half Marathon 

https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-

selection/england-age-group-masters/half-marathon-masters-team-opportunities/ 

 

Marathon 

https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-

selection/england-age-group-masters/marathon-masters-team-opportunities/ 

 

Costs 

There is no team entry cost. 

Masters representatives submit and pay for their own race entry as they would any other race and are 

responsible for all other expenses, kit, travel and accommodation.  

 

Kit 

The England Masters team wear a specially designed masters kit which is distinct from our elite 

internationals kit. It is optional to purchase kit and the runners will purchase their kit through a portal 

with our kit supplier who manage the transactions, dispatches and returns. 

https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-selection/england-age-group-masters/road-running-10k-representative-opportunities-for-masters/
https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-selection/england-age-group-masters/road-running-10k-representative-opportunities-for-masters/
https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-selection/england-age-group-masters/half-marathon-masters-team-opportunities/
https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-selection/england-age-group-masters/half-marathon-masters-team-opportunities/
https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-selection/england-age-group-masters/marathon-masters-team-opportunities/
https://www.englandathletics.org/athletics-and-running/england-competitions/england-teams-and-selection/england-age-group-masters/marathon-masters-team-opportunities/


 

Celtic nations representatives are invited to wear their home nations masters representative vests. Where 

representatives do not own kit, or are not entitled to Home Countries or Celtic Nations vest through your 

existing competition pathway we would simply encourage runners to wear their nations colours or their 

first claim club vest. 

 

There is a third option whereby England Athletics could provide a kit option for the composite team if 

there was enough interest. This would be a composite Celtic vest design, which runners could purchase 

through the same portal as the England runners. This could help resolve any concerns nations have 

about distribution of kit. 

 

Team Management 

England Athletics provide staff support on the day to ensure competitors are looked after, and that the 

scoring and results can be processed on the day and medals presented. We have also involved volunteer 

coaches providing them with a Team Management experience and covering some expenses and this may 

be something that participating home nations teams might want to replicate. 

 

Scoring 

To date the scoring of the team competition has been based on points for finishing positions in each age 

band. For example, 6 points for first and 5, 4, 3 ,2, 1.  

However, to ensure as fair a competition as possible given the Celtic Nations teams have been 

significantly smaller we have only awarded points where there are equal number of participants from 

both teams in an age band, so scoring might start at 2 points for a win if there were say only one Celtic 

representative and 3 England entrants and only.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

HOW DO WE GET INVOLVED? 

 

1. Contact England Athletics Road Running Manager, Charlotte Fisher to express your interest. 

roadrunning@englandathletics.org . 

 

2. Decide how you would like to select teams. Some options below which you may want to consider 

and involve differing levels of associated tasks and administration depending on the resources 

available to you:                                                                                                                                  

(i)    Identify and promote your own qualifying races as per the England model                                                                          

(ii)   Select teams or send invitations using rankings and current performance                                                            

(iii)  Promote the representative opportunity along with minimum standards and eligibility       

       criteria to your club runners asking them to submit expressions of interest by a given   

       date. Selection and places are then made accordingly. 

 

3. Identify and confirm who the main points of contact will be for your team. This could be 

someone within the National Governing Body, Masters Association, volunteer coordinator or 

team manager, club representatives. If opting for 2 (iii) then simply signpost individuals to the 

contact address above to express their interest. 

 

Individuals expressing interest should email the above address, giving their full name, first claim 

affiliated club, athlete registration number or equivalent, Celtic nation nationality, current best 

from the last 12 months.   

 

In 2018 England Athletics used (iii) as a means of generating a collective interest from Celtic 

nations teams.  

mailto:roadrunning@englandathletics.org

